
1 
 

When Heaven Invades Earth: A Practical Guide to a Life of Miracles, Bill Johnson (2003)  

  
It is abnormal for a Christian not to have an appetite 

for the impossible. The lack of miracles isn’t because it is not 
in God’s will for us. The problem exists between our ears. The 
impossible is only possible through the work of the Holy 
Spirit that typically comes upon desperate people. Powerless-
ness is inexcusable. Our mandate is to raise up a generation 
that can openly display the raw power of God. The kingdom of 
God is not a matter of talk but of power (I Cor 4:20).  

Jesus Christ said of Himself, The Son can do nothing 
of himself (Jn 5:19). He chose to live with the same limitations 
that man would face once redeemed. I am to pursue His life-
style. The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’S; but the 
earth He has given to the children of men (Ps 116:16). The 
suggestion to eat the forbidden fruit was the devil’s effort to 
get Adam and Eve to agree with him in opposition to God, 
thus empowering himself. Even today Satan is empowered 
through man’s agreement. Paul said, You are that one’s slaves 
whom you obey (Rm 6:16). All that Adam owned became part 
of the devil’s spoil, but God’s plan of rulership for man never 
ceased. In redeeming man, Jesus retrieved what man had given 
away. All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore (Mt 28:18). In other words: Jesus got it all 
back. Now go use it and reclaim mankind. In the original pur-
pose of God, mankind ruled over creation. Our rule is still 
over creation, but is now focused on exposing and undoing the 
works of the devil. The invasion of God into impossible situa-
tions comes through a people who have received power from 
on high and learn to release it into the circumstances of life. 
They were without sickness, poverty, and sin. Now that we are 
restored to His original purpose, we can think with divine pur-
pose. The mistaken idea is this: if it is good, it can’t be for 
now. We are often more convinced of our unworthiness than 
of His worth--His ability.  

Jesus the Messiah came…full of surprises. Only the 
contrite in heart could keep up with His constant coloring out-
side the lines and stay unoffended. He brought His world with 
Him! Repentance means you change your way of thinking. 
The renewed mind is the result of a surrendered heart. Hidden  
sin is the Achilles’ heel of the Church. The focus of repent-
ance is to change our way of thinking until the presence of His 
Kingdom fills our consciousness. At hand reminds us that it’s 
also within reach. It was common for Jesus to teach so He 
could explain what He had just done. Grace is different from 
Law in that favor comes before obedience. Grace enables what 
it commands. Jesus worked only through the Spirit of God; the 
kingdom of God came upon someone in his deliverance.  

Jesus expects people to see from the heart into the 
spiritual realm. Everyone has been given this ability. All of the 
Father’s resources and benefits are accessible through faith. 
Jesus told us that He only did what He saw His Father do. The 
power of His actions is rooted in His ability to see. He learned 
to see into God’s realm because of statements like, I have set 
the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand I 
shall not be moved (Ps 16:8). Because the invisible is superior 
to the natural, faith is anchored in the unseen. Sickness is to 
the body what sin is to the soul. Faith is much freer to develop 
when we see the heart of God as good. A woman who needed 

a miracle once told me that she felt God had allowed her sick-
ness for a purpose. I told her that if I treated my children that 
way I’d be arrested for child abuse. After truth came into her 
heart, her healing came minutes later. Unbelief is anchored in 
what is visible or reasonable apart from God. It honors the nat-
ural realm as superior to the invisible. The natural realm is the 
anchor of unbelief. Realists believe the material world rules 
over the spiritual world. Materialism is faith in the natural as 
the superior reality. We are a sensual society with a culture 
shaped by the senses. We’re trained to believe only what we 
see. Fear of appearing to live in denial is what keeps many 
from faith. The fear of man is very strongly associated with 
unbelief. When we submit the things of God to the mind of 
man, unbelief and religion result. When we submit the mind of 
man to the things of God, faith and a renewed mind result. The 
mind makes a wonderful servant, but a terrible master. Much 
of the opposition to revival comes from soul-driven Christians. 
The apostle Paul calls them carnal. Anything that doesn’t 
make sense to their rational mind conflicts with Scripture. 
Most of the goals of the modern church can be accomplished 
without God.  

When we learn to receive from our spirit, our mind 
becomes the student and is subject to the Holy Spirit and ob-
tains understanding. Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hb 11:1). Faith is 
the mirror of the heart that reflects the realities of His world 
into ours. It is the substance of the unseen realm. Through 
prayer we pull that reality into this one. When God is moved 
by human need, he provides Kingdom principles that when 
embraced correct problems. Even though we may know the 
will of God from Scripture, we still need the Holy Spirit to 
help us with the interpretation, application, and empowerment 
to perform His will.  

Fear is unbelief. The devil is called Beelzebub, lord 
of the flies. He and his hosts are attracted to decay. Bitterness, 
jealousy, and hatred qualify as the decay of the heart that in-
vites the devil to come and influence. Fear is substance in the 
spiritual realm. Those with faith blaze a trail that threatens all 
of our comfort zones. Faith offends the stationary. People of 
great faith are hard to live with. Not everyone liked Smith 
Wigglesworth. His faith made other people feel uncomforta-
ble. It is aggressive by nature. It has focus and purpose. Faith 
grabs hold of the reality of the Kingdom and forcefully and vi-
olently brings it into a collision with this natural one. Faith is 
not the absence of doubt; it’s the presence of belief. I may not 
always feel that I have great faith. But I can always obey, lay-
ing my hands on someone and praying. It’s a mistake for me 
to examine my faith. It’s better for me to obey quickly. When 
the corporate level of faith grows, it has what I call a cluster 
bomb effect, where innocent bystanders get touched by the 
miracle-working power of God. Exponential power is the 
product of the unity of faith. I emphasize the use of testimo-
nies (stories) to stir peoples’ hearts to believe in the impossi-
ble so He might invade. Just as fear is a tangible element in 
the spirit world, faith is tangible there. The authority to cast 
out demons is found in rest--the climate that faith grows in. It 
comes out of the peace of God. What is restful for us is violent 
to the powers of hell. That is the violent nature of faith.  
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The 2 priorities of prayer: Holy is Your name. Your 
Kingdom come. This world is our assignment, but not our 
home. In the Book of Revelation, praise and worship are the 
primary activities of heaven. The more we live as citizens of 
heaven, the more heaven’s activities infect our lifestyles. It’s 
the praying Christian who looses heaven’s expression here. 
Every revelation that God gives us of heaven is to equip us 
with a prayer focus. Heaven sets the standard for a Christian’s 
material world—enough to satisfy the desires born of God and 
enough for every good work. Keeping separate from evil is 
practical evidence of our coming under our King’s rule. This 
prayer is actually a request for God not to promote us beyond 
what our character can manage. Deliver us from the evil one. 
Jesus was able to say, Satan has nothing in Me. The Kingdom 
of God is His possession, which is why He alone can give it to 
us. If we only have 10 minutes to pray we should spend 8 
praising God.  

An outline of Matthew 6:9-13 gives us the Kingdom 
approach to prayer: 1.Praise and worship. 2. Pray for heaven 
on earth. Heaven’s effect on material needs and personal rela-
tionships; Heaven’s effect on our relationship to evil 3. Praise 
and worship. As the Kingdom of God confronts sin, for-
giveness is given and change comes to the nature that had only 
known how to sin. When His rule collides with disease, people 
are healed. When it runs into the demonized, they are set free. 
The Kingdom message’s nature provides salvation for the 
whole man—spirit, soul, and body. That is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. If we seek His Kingdom first, we’ll find His Kingdom 
comes fully equipped. It brings with it His answer to our mate-
rial and relational needs, and our fight against evil. When we 
pray for His Kingdom to come, we are asking Him to superim-
pose the rules, order, and benefits of His world over this one 
until it looks like His. We were created for intimacy. From 
that intimacy comes our commission to rule. We rule through 
service; Christ-likeness—excellence with humility is the real 
goal.  

Prayer is the simplest activity of the believer—and 
one of the more complicated issues for us. Formulas don’t 
work in this Kingdom relationship. God has apparently given 
Himself a self-imposed restriction—to act in the affairs of man 
in response to prayer. We are His delegated authority on 
planet earth, and prayer is the vehicle that gives occasion for 
His invasion. An embassy is the headquarters of an ambassa-
dor and staff. It is considered a part of the nation it represents. 
So it is with the believer/ambassador. Ambassadors of the 
kingdom of God live according to the economy of heaven, 
though they are still on earth. Many are unable to distinguish 
between the burden of their own unbelief and the burden of 
the Lord. I now pray until I come into a place of faith for a sit-
uation. Instead of asking God to invade my circumstances, I 
begin to command the mountains to be removed in His name. 
If I am filled with anxiety in any given situation, it is hard for 
me to release peace. Authority functions from heaven’s peace. 
He expected his disciples to exercise the authority He had 
given them to quiet the seas themselves. Instead they asked 
Him to do it. To see the kinds of breakthroughs that Jesus had 
we must embrace what Jesus embraced: the Holy Spirit.  

John the Baptist was the high water mark for all un-
der the Old Covenant. But the least in this new era were born 
to surpass Him through their relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

He didn’t perform any miracles that we know of. Yet the One 
who knows all says he’s the greatest. Success with an immedi-
ate goal makes it possible to reach an ultimate goal. But fail-
ure in the immediate prevents us from reaching our final goal. 
Once the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, wars would be 
fought differently. Now they would march around a city in si-
lence for days, finally raising up a shout and watching the 
walls fall. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is the fulfillment of 
the Old Testament picture of entering the Promised Land. 
Contentment short of God’s purposes would mean learning to 
live with the enemy. When we become satisfied apart from 
God’s ultimate purpose of dominion, we learn to tolerate the 
devil in some area of our life. There are some of you standing 
here who will not taste of death until you see the Kingdom 
come with power (Mt 16: 27,8). Jesus was speaking of the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

Light is so superior to darkness that its triumph is im-
mediate. He is in me for my sake, but He’s upon me for yours. 
Before entering a store, I often pray for the Holy Spirit to be 
released through me. If I need something on one side of the 
store, I’ll enter on the opposite end in order to walk through 
the entire store. Fullness is measured in overflow. When we 
get introspective, we restrict the flow of the Holy Spirit. Being 
drawn to a person through compassion usually means that 
there will be some realm of supernatural ministry to them—ei-
ther with a word of encouragement or a miracle of healing or 
deliverance. The word Christ means “Anointed One” or “Mes-
siah.”  

The word anointing means “to smear.” The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand means it is a present reality, within arm’s 
reach. To fulfill His mission, Jesus needed the Holy Spirit; and 
that mission was to finish the Father’s work. Jesus’ concern 
for mankind was applauded. His humility was revered, but it 
was the anointing that released the supernatural. And it was 
the supernatural invasion of God Himself that was rejected by 
the religious leaders. The same sun that melts the ice hardens 
the clay. Similarly, a work of God can bring about 2 different 
responses, depending on the condition of the hearts of people. 
God is our Father, and we inherit His genetic code. Every be-
liever has written into his or her spiritual DNA the desire for 
the supernatural. But this God-born passion dissipates when it 
has been taught and reasoned away. We reject what we can’t 
control. A religious spirit is a demonic presence that works to 
get us to substitute being led by our intellect instead of the 
Spirit of God. Following the anointing is very similar to Israel 
following the cloud of the Lord’s presence in the wilderness. 
He led, and the people followed. Being a people focused on 
His presence means that we are willing to live beyond reason, 
the world of obedience to God. This focus on His presence 
causes us to become like wind. The more pronounced His 
presence, the more unique the manifestations of our God en-
counters become. Jesus made a frightening statement regard-
ing those who hold to Bible study vs. experience, You search 
the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and 
these are they which testify of Me (Jn 5:39-40). It is His voice 
that we are to know. Our logic and His are not just different, 
they are opposed to each other. The Church cannot afford form 
without power, for it creates Christians without purpose.  

Jesus, the model teacher, never separated teaching 
from doing. The doing that is referred to in John’s Gospel is 
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the performing of signs and wonders. The 12 were sent out 
with, And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 
cast out demons. The Father who dwells in Me does the works 
(Mt 1-: 7,8). We speak the word, and the Father does the 
work—miracles! We must require from ourselves doing, with 
power! And this doing must include the impossible— through 
signs and wonders. Bible teachers are to instruct in order to 
explain what they just did or are about to do. There comes a 
time when simply knowing truth in most of what is recognized 
as a Christian lifestyle can be accomplished by people who 
don’t even know God. Teaching MUST be followed with ac-
tion that makes room for God to move. Our culture has cas-
trated the role of the teacher. It is possible to get a business de-
gree, and never have received any teaching from someone 
who ever owned a business. We value concepts and ideas 
above experience with results. God cannot be known apart 
from experience. He is a person not a philosophy or a concept. 
While healing is seldom the subject we teach on, it is one of 
the most common results. The Kingdom of God is not in word 
but in power (1 Cor 4:20). Pharisees were the champions of 
those who spent time studying God’s Word. But their study 
didn’t lead them to an encounter with God. Experience is nec-
essary in building a true knowledge of the Word.  

We have the inward conflict of following the One 
who changes not--yet promises to do a new thing in us. The 
Bible is a closed book. Anything I can get from the Word 
without God will not change my life. When I treat the Bible as 
a road map I live as though I can find my way through my 
own understanding. This perspective of scripture describes liv-
ing under the law, not under grace. While both the Law and 
Grace have commandments, Grace comes with an inbuilt abil-
ity to obey what was commanded. Under Grace I don’t get a 
road map. I got a tour guide—the Holy Spirit.  

The doctrine stating signs and wonders are no longer 
needed because we have the Bible was created by people who 
hadn’t seen God’s power and needed an explanation to justify 
their own powerless churches. Knowledge, including that 
which comes from Scripture, has the potential to make me 
proud. The pride that comes from mere Bible knowledge is di-
visive, creates an appetite for one’s own opinion, and wars 
against true righteousness. 

Unless I do the works of the Father, do not believe 
me (Jn 10:37). The apostles’ ministries would have been in 
vain without miracles. Even at an early age, Jesus seemed to 
show no concern for the probability that He caused an offense 
in His attempt to obey His heavenly Father. Eighteen years 
later, at the beginning of His ministry, Jesus is found teaching 
His disciples what He tried to teach Mom and Dad: the prior-
ity of the Father’s business. It was His dependence on the Fa-
ther that brought forth the reality of the Kingdom into this 
world.  

Most of the Pharisees spent their lives serving God 
without ever discovering the Father’s heart! With every mira-
cle He showed the entire religious community the Father’s 
business. Much Christian activity exists with no relationship to 
that supreme value. Be specific and relentless in praying for 
miracles in every part of your life. Spend months reading and 
rereading the Gospels. Look especially at all references to the 
Kingdom and ask God to open the mysteries of the Kingdom 

to you. Find books written by the generals of God’s army—
those who truly do the stuff. If you’re afraid of reading about 
those who later fell into sin and deception (some of these peo-
ple ended in disaster), stay away from Gideon, Samson, Solo-
mon’s Proverbs, and the Song of Solomon. Pursue the people 
of God who carry an anointing in their lives for the miracu-
lous. There are at least 4 other giants killed in Scripture—all 
killed by the men who followed David, the giant killer. If you 
want to kill giants, hang around a giant killer. Look for the 
sick and tormented in order to pray for them. And if they are 
healed, give God the praise. If they aren’t, still give God the 
praise and continue to look for people to pray for. More peo-
ple are healed when you pray for more people! Real learning 
comes through doing.  

Most of what is recognized as a Christian lifestyle 
can be accomplished by people who don’t even know God.  
While character must be at the heart of our ministries, power 
revolutionizes the world around us. Character is shaped 
through obedience. And part of what the disciples were taught 
was specific training on how to live and operate in the miracu-
lous. They were commanded to heal the sick, cleanse the lep-
ers, raise the dead, and cast out demons (Mt 10:8). His stand-
ard remains the norm for all who call upon the name of the 
Lord for salvation. There must be an aspect of the Christian 
life that is impossible without divine intervention.  

So great was the disciples’ need for power to become 
witnesses that they were not to leave Jerusalem until they had 
it--to be clothed with God’s ability! Power and character are 
so closely aligned in Scripture that you cannot be weak in one 
without undermining the other. If He is to be free to move in 
our lives, we will constantly be involved in impossibilities. 
The supernatural is His natural realm. Our hunger for Him in 
part must be seen in our lustful pursuit of spiritual gifts. That 
is His command. I must be willing to travel to get what I need. 
He usually moves in ways that emphasize our need for others. 
Wise men have always been willing to travel. God wanted to 
make an exchange—His increased presence for my dignity. 

Biblical passion is a mysterious mixture of humility, 
supernatural hunger, and faith. If the average Christian life 
around me falls short of the biblical standard, I must pursue 
against the grain. Jesus healed everyone who came to Him. To 
accept any other standard is to bring the Bible down to our 
level of experience. Whatever I receive from God I must give 
away. You only get to keep what you give away. The life of 
power is at home in the heart of a child. A child has an insatia-
ble appetite to learn. Read the works of those who have suc-
ceeded in the healing ministry. Never waste precious time 
reading those who do not do what they teach. We must learn 
from those who just do it! While I have no time for critics, I 
welcome the “wounds of a friend.” If we teach, preach, or wit-
ness and nothing happens, we must go back to the drawing 
board—our knees. Do not make excuses for powerlessness. If 
the gospel is powerless, it is because human wisdom has had 
its influence.  

During revival, hell is plundered and heaven is popu-
lated. A primary purpose of the miracle realm is to reveal the 
nature of God. The lack of miracles works like a thief, stealing 
precious revelation that is within the grasp of every man, 
woman, and child. The supernatural is His natural realm. His 
re-presentation of the Father is to be a model for us as we 
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learn how to re-present Him. It is common for people to 
acknowledge the kindness of the Church and still not be 
brought to repentance. But power forces the issue because of 
its inherent ability to humble mankind. Power exposes sin and 
brings people to a decision. When power is missing, we are 
not using the weapons that were in Jesus’ arsenal when He 
ministered to the lost. Power forces people to be aware of God 
on a personal level. They were to talk about the Law of God 
and what God had done They were to build monuments that 
would help them to remember the invasion of God into their 
lives. The testimony of God creates an appetite for more of the 
activities of God. Expectation grows wherever people are 
mindful of His supernatural nature and covenant. It shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment 
than for you (Lk 10:22). Religion is even more cruel than sin. 
If there were no power and corresponding testimony, God 
would have never received that glory. Without power, we rob 
God of the glory He is due! Not only do miracles stir the 
hearts of men to give glory to God, miracles give Him glory 
on their own. The absence of miracles robs God of the glory 
that He is to receive from the life released in His own works. 
Miracles cause a shift in priorities. Without them we are more 
inclined to be directed by our own minds and call it spiritual-
ity. The Gentiles were brought into obedience through the 
power of the Spirit of God, expressed in signs and wonders, 
the power of God. It’s how God says amen to His own de-
clared word! Nothing thrills the heart more than knowing God. 
He is limitless in power. Conversely, being raised in a home 
where there is little or no evidence of the things in which we 
believe disillusions a generation created for great exploits. The 
promise, I will be with you, was always given to one who 
would be brought into impossible circumstances—circum-
stances that would need a miracle. It was understood by the 
Jews that if God is with you there should be miracles—“…for 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age. His presence 
is the assurance of His intent to use us in the miraculous.  

Jesus commanded the most highly trained individuals 
in the supernatural to ever walk the earth to wait in Jerusalem 
for what the Father has promised (Lk 24:24). They were to 
wait for Dunamis—the ability to perform miracles. Many fear 
signs and wonders because of the possibility of deception. In 
order to prevent any opportunity of being deceived they re-
place displays of power with religious traditions, Christian ac-
tivities, or even Bible study. When this happens who is de-
ceived? Signs have a purpose. They point to a greater reality. 
Signs aren’t needed when I travel familiar roads, but I need 
them when going to where I’ve never been. We’ve gone as far 
as we can with our present understanding of Scripture. It’s 
time to let signs have their place. They illustrate Scripture, all 
the while pointing to Jesus, the Son of God. Not one of us un-
derstood salvation until we were saved. It was the miracle—an 
experience—which gave us understanding. So it is with signs. 
I will be with you always… In the Kingdom of God we only 
get to keep what we give away. He is in me for my sake, but 
He’s upon me for yours! When we are smeared with God, it 
rubs off on all we come into contact with—and they point us 
to the person.  

The anointing of the Holy Spirit is His actual pres-
ence upon us for ministry. The purpose of the anointing is to 
make the supernatural natural. When we minister in the 

anointing, we actually give away the presence of God. By 
looking for chances to serve, we give the Holy Spirit the op-
portunity to do what only He can do—miracles. “If I do not do 
the works of My Father, do not believe Me (Jn 14:37). The 
works of the Father are miracles. Even the Son of God stated it 
was the miraculous that validated His ministry on earth. The 
miraculous is a large part of the plan of God for this world. 
And it is to come through the Church. This principle of being 
the steward of the heavenly realm is the privilege of an entire 
Church for the sake of their entire city.  

Angels are assigned to serve wherever we serve, if 
the supernatural element is needed. When the Church regains 
its appetite for the impossible, the angels will increase their 
activities among men. They are commissioned by God Him-
self in response to our prayers. I come as a house of God, con-
tain a gate to heaven, with a ladder providing angelic activities 
according to the need of the moment. Simply put, I am an 
open heaven! He is more eager to invade this world than we 
are to receive the invasion. He has chosen to let His creation 
enjoy the privilege of service in His Kingdom. Service with 
purpose affirms identity. Laughter, gold dust, oil, wind, an ac-
tual cloud of His presence fragrance of heaven, feathers fall; 
the problem is—it is still a list. And God will violate it. We 
must learn to recognize His move by recognizing His pres-
ence. I refuse to be embarrassed over what God is doing. Signs 
are realities that point to a greater reality. Signs and wonders 
are a natural part of the Kingdom of God. They are the normal 
way to get us from where we are to where we need to be. My 
hunger for His power is only surpassed by my desire for Him. 
Something happened in me that won’t let me accept a gospel 
that isn’t backed with signs and wonders.  

As He is, so are we in this world. Without Jesus in 
His glorified state there was no heavenly model of what we 
were to become! The consciousness of mankind remains fixed 
on the Christ who died, not on the Christ who lives. People are 
looking back to the Redeemer who was, not the Redeemer 
who is. Why then should I try to become as He was, when He 
suffered so I could become as He is? Show them a life filled 
with joy because of the transforming power of God, and they 
will not only applaud but will want to be like you. Religion is 
unable to mimic the life of resurrection with its victory over 
sin and hell. The cross is not self-applied—Jesus did not nail 
Himself to the cross. Christians who are trapped by this coun-
terfeit are constantly talking about their weaknesses. Being 
constantly aware of my faults and weakness was humility. It’s 
not! If I’m the main subject, I have entered into the most sub-
tle form of pride--a nauseating replacement for the declara-
tions of the worthiness of God.  

I don’t examine my motives anymore. That’s not my 
job. I work hard to obey God in everything that I am and do. If 
I am out to lunch on a matter, it is His job to point that out to 
me. I discovered I was not the Holy Spirit. He has shown 
Himself to be very eager to point out my constant need for re-
pentance and change. But He’s the one with the spotlight, and 
He alone can give the grace to change. Agree with God re-
gardless of how you feel and discover the power of resurrec-
tion. The noble call reveals the nobility of the Caller. Without 
Him we are nothing. But I’m not without Him, and I never 
will be again! The boldness we need is not self-confidence, 
but the confidence that the Father has in the work of His Son 
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in us. Doesn’t it honor Him more when His children see them-
selves as heirs of God?  

Glory—This is the manifested presence of Jesus rest-
ing upon His people. If the Father filled the Old Testament 
houses with His glory, though they were built by human 
hands, how much more will He fill the place that He builds 
with His own hands! He is building us into His eternal dwell-
ing place.  

Power—To be as He is involves being a continuous 
expression of power. Power is to be the most visible part of 
the believing Church. For the most part we are not clothed 
with heaven’s power. If we had it, they would see it. If they 
saw it, they would come. The only part of the past that we 
have legal access to is the testimony of the Lord. Holiness is 
the language through which the nature of God is revealed.  

Beauty of holiness. Holiness in the Church reveals the 
beauty of God. Mary was given a promise beyond comprehen-
sion: she asked how it was possible since she was a virgin. Ig-
norance asks for understanding; unbelief asks for proof.  

I don’t care what the devil plans to do. The Great 
Commission puts me on the offensive. I’ve got the ball. And if 
I carry the ball effectively, his plans won’t matter. Satan re-
veals his plans to put us on the defensive. Quit praising the 
devil with endless discussions of what’s wrong in the world 
because of him. Satan allows his strategies to become known 
so that we will react accordingly--from fear. We are not hold-
ing on till Jesus comes! You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies. God wants fellowship with us right 
before the devil’s eyes. Intimacy with God is our strong suit. 
When we refuse fear, the enemy becomes terrified. Do not 
fear—ever. Return to the promises of God, spend time with 
people of faith, and encourage one another with the testimo-
nies of the Lord. Our main battle in spiritual warfare is not 
against the devil. It is against the flesh. The gates of hell, the 
place of demonic government and strength, WILL NOT PRE-
VAIL against the Church. He increased His people greatly 
and made them stronger than their enemies. He turned their 
heart to hate His people, to deal craftily with His servants 
(Ps105:24). God makes us strong, and then He stirs up the 
devil’s hatred towards us. He likes to see the devil defeated by 
those who are made in His image, who have a relationship of 
love with Him. 

 Before the Messiah came, the religious leaders 
prayed for and taught about His coming. There was a world-
wide stirring, even in a secular society, about something won-
derful that was about to happen. And then in a manger in 
Bethlehem, Jesus was born. History is filled with people who 
prayed for a visitation of God and missed it when it came. 
Matthew says it’s the dull of heart who can’t see. Those who 
reject a move of God are often those who were the last to ex-
perience one. Many form the attitude that they have arrived. 
Being in a place of great need enables us to detect when God 
is doing something new. Every Christian is supposed to main-
tain a desperate heart for God. Moves of God usually come 
with a stigma—spiritual encounters that are beyond reason. 
The willingness to bear reproach from our brothers and sisters 
is part of the cost we pay for the move of the Spirit. Quench-
ing the Spirit is probably responsible for the end of more re-
vivals than any other single cause. They begin to look for a 
place to settle—a place of understanding and control. Order is 

for the purpose of promoting life. Beyond that it works against 
the things we say we value. We miss God when we live as 
though we have Him figured out.  

The Church is to live in the realm of the king’s do-
main but is not in itself the Kingdom. The Kingdom is the 
realm of God’s rule. Sin cannot penetrate and influence that 
realm. The predisposition to see a weak, struggling Church in 
the last days has made it difficult to see the promise of God for 
revival. It is impossible to have faith where you have no hope. 
Such approaches to understanding Scripture have crippled the 
Church. Every conversion plunders hell. Every miracle de-
stroys the works of the devil. Every God encounter is an Inva-
sion of the Almighty into our desperate condition. This is our 
joy.  

A jeweler often places a diamond on a piece of black 
velvet. The brilliance of the gem is clearer against that back-
ground. So it is with the Church. Daniel was a part of one of 
the most demonically inspired kingdoms to ever rule the earth. 
While God considered him to be His man, he was just another 
spiritualist to the king…at least for a season. He sought excel-
lence in his position as leaven. He had a reason for bitterness 
taken away from his family, made into a eunuch, and forced to 
serve among the cultists. Separation to God is demonstrated in 
personal lifestyle, not associations. He then interprets the 
dream as a servant. If in serving we get promoted to positions 
of rulership, we must remember that what got us there will 
keep us useful. Use every position to serve with more power. 
There is a distinction between submission and obedience. 
Sometimes we are to go against the command of our leaders—
but even then, only with submissive hearts. Nebuchadnezzar 
was the leader of a demonically inspired kingdom—one that 
required idolatry! Responses like Daniel’s were noticed. They 
display the kingdom in its purity and power. They are revolu-
tionary. Joseph gives us one of the best illustrations of for-
giveness in the Bible. Infiltrating the system involves both pu-
rity and power. Yieldedness to the Holy Spirit is at the heart of 
the integrity issue.  

Intercession from insatiable hunger moves the heart 
of God as nothing else can. The fearful become curators of 
museums, instead of builders of the Kingdom. The Lord God 
does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His serv-
ants the prophets (Amos 3:7). God’s activities on earth begin 
with a revelation to mankind. The prophet hears and declares. 
Those with ears to hear respond and are equipped for change. 
Jesus’ life was on earth was the before side of the Cross. 
Christianity is life on the resurrection side of the Cross. Reli-
gion, (which is “form without power”), will be increasingly 
despised in the hearts of those who truly belong to Him. Reve-
lation creates an appetite for Him. Because many fear excess, 
mediocrity is embraced as balance. Such fear makes compla-
cency a virtue. Divisions occur whenever the intellect is en-
throned as the measure of spirituality. The addiction to perfec-
tion has given place to a religious spirit. People who refuse to 
step out and be used by God become the critics of those who 
do. 

WISDOM OF GOD. The depth of his wisdom was 
identified by excellence, creativity, and integrity. When one 
woman saw it in action, it took her breath away! Excellence: 
David’s outsiders considered the extravagant actions of wor-
shippers to be wasteful. Excellence comes from viewing 
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things from His perspective. Creativity. It is a shame for the 
Church to fall into the rut of predictability and call it tradition. 
Resistance to change is a resistance to the nature of God. In-
tegrity is the expression of God’s character seen in us. Reli-
gion is not only boring; it is cruel. True holiness is refresh-
ingly good.  

GLORIOUS CHURCH—“The glory of God is the 
manifested presence of Jesus. BRIDE WITHOUT SPOT OR 
WRINKLE. The Church is to make herself ready. UNITY OF 
FAITH. Faith comes from the Word of God, specifically a 
Word freshly spoken (Pr 25:11). The exploits of the present 
and coming revival will surpass all the accomplishments of the 
Church in all history combined. Over one billion souls will be 
saved. Stadiums will be filled with people 24 hours a day, for 
days on end, with miracles beyond number: healings, conver-
sions, resurrections, and deliverances too many to count. 
REVELATION KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON. till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God (Aph 4:13)…. As we see Him, we become like Him! 
The coming increase in revelation of Jesus will be measurable 
through new dimensions of worship—corporate throne room 
experiences. A MATURE MAN till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man… there is a maturity of function, without jealousy, which 
will develop as His presence becomes more manifest. FILLED 
WITH THE FULLNESS OF GOD—to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God. GREATER WORKS—…he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 
than these he will do, because I go to My Father (Jn 14:27). 
To honor the works of Jesus as unattainable is religion, fa-
thered by unbelief. He showed us what one person could do 
who has the Spirit without measure. What could millions do? 
That was His point, and it became His prophecy. mizon is al-
ways used to describe “quality,” not quantity. THY KING-
DOM COME—there will be a generation of believers that will 
preach as He did, doing what He did, in every nation of the 
world before the end comes!  

All Church history is built on partial revelation. And 
we still haven’t arrived at the standard that the early church at-
tained, let alone surpass it. Yet not even the early Church ful-
filled God’s full intention for His people. Our wineskins must 
change. There is very little of what we now know as Church 
life that will remain untouched for the next 10 years.  

 
Sickness is to the body what sin is to the soul. The 

natural realm is the anchor of unbelief I now pray until I come 
into a place of faith for a situation. Contentment short of 
God’s purposes would mean having to learn to live with the 
enemy. A religious spirit is a demonic presence that works to 
get us to substitute being led by our intellect. Form without 
power creates Christians without purpose. Jesus, the model 
teacher, never separated teaching from doing. Most of what is 
recognized as a Christian lifestyle can be accomplished by 
people who don’t even know God. Teaching MUST be fol-
lowed with action Anything I can get from the Word without 
God will not change my life. Unless I do the works of the Fa-
ther, do not believe me. Real learning comes through doing. 
They were commanded to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, and cast out demons. Wise men have always 

been willing to travel. God wanted to make an exchange—His 
increased presence for my dignity. If the gospel is powerless, 
it is because human wisdom has had its influence. A primary 
purpose of the miracle realm is to reveal the nature of God. 
Nothing thrills the heart more than knowing God. Even the 
Son of God stated it was the miraculous that validated His 
ministry on earth. Something happened in me that won’t let 
me accept a gospel that isn’t backed with signs and wonders. 
Ignorance asks for understanding; unbelief asks for proof. Our 
main battle in spiritual warfare is not against the devil. It is 
against the flesh. We miss God when we live as though we 
have Him figured out. 


